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Excellent results have been obtained with these quenched gaps. Nor
is it surprising that this form of gap should offer such advantages. The
plate gap probably provides the most favorable conditions of all quenched
spark gaps, certainly of all those employing stationary electrodes. As
the ions are emitted from the metallic circuit, they always find themselves

FIG. 236.
in the immediate vicinity of a conducting surface toward which they are
driven either by absorption or by the action of the electric field existing
between the gaps. Consequently the degree of coupling may be brought
as high as say 20 per cent, even with relatively large amounts of energy and
thereby a high efficiency can be attained.
These gaps moreover have the great practical advantage of requiring
hardly any attention or re-adjustment.   The spark moves about over the